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President Roosevelt handled the matter in his
messages of 1903 and 1904. "That our rights and
interests are deeply concerned in the maintenance
of the [Monroe] Doctrine is so clear as hardly to
need argument. This is especially true in view of
the construction of the Panama Canal. As a mere
matter of self defense we must exercise a close
watch over the approaches to this canal, and this
means we must be thoroughly alive to our interests
in the Caribbean Sea." "When we announce a
policy ... we thereby commit ourselves to the
consequences of the policy." "Chronic wrong-
doing or an impotence which results in a general
loosening of the ties of civilized society, may in
America, as elsewhere, ultimately require inter-
vention by some civilized nation, and in the West-
ern Hemisphere the adherence of the United States
to the Monroe Doctrine may force the United
States, however reluctantly, in flagrant cases of
such wrongdoing or impotence to the exercise of
an international police power. *

To prevent European intervention for the pur-
pose of securing just claims in America, then,
the United States would undertake to handle the
case, and would wield the "Big Stick" against any
American state which should refuse to meet its